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Afghanistan: the long goodbye, leaving a failed 
state crippled by corruption 

• .;.J"{" 

Wide, pn:ad corruption In Afghanistan ranks among the slrongeu factors 

det ermining the country's futu~. But. it appears that th• United St.ates and its 

alli@S are focused on an unln1errupted exit. tearing the potendal for chaos If they 

munlrlgfully confront the lnue . 
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Finn a lleges problems "iih nkljor Afgb.1111 minini; contra.., I Mc(1atthy 
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Sub/ HaJl9ak Iron Ore Min•, Af9hanlsta11 
03!8' 615/20 12 10 34 27 PM Easrem Stanoard Time 
From N .. him>'!P1n'I"' -o□ 
To ~~~!'.' Ld!. /H•IQi~l" ... g,·@g4s·a>'W0 ClltJl 

Dcnr M ini!>ler Sh:ihran1: 

For your mfom1at111n, I lu!w a113chcd a recent nniclc from rh~ Wfl/1 Strut .l,mmal, " l ndi:1 's 
Foreign \ •I.inc Hunl Not Goins \\'e ll." nnd quote lhc follo"i ng rrom it: - A CONSORTIUM O F 
STEEL COMPANIES. LED DY STATE AlJTIIORITY or INDIA LID .• HAS BO UGHT 
MINING RIGHTS TO IRON-ORE OEl'OSITS IN AFGl·IANISTAN'S HARG AK 
l'KOVINCt. A NAL vsrs SAIi) (jl\lEN T HE DIFFICULTY O F HlE TRAIN. LAC K OF 
ANY ltAIL OR ROAD INFRASTRUCTURE 1\ ND IIOSTILE T ALIBA N MILITANTS, THI! 
PROJECT FACES lNSUR.MUUNTABtE ODDS OF GETTING OFF THE G ROUND." 

To this observation. we '-'Ou!d a lso add Jndia":i: present detcrioratin~ financial conditio ns nnd 
thC" lndinn rupee·~ dmumuc fnll against 1hc d oll:u-conditions fun hcr complict11ing th<e Indian 
eonsonjuni 's abilil)' 10 ob1ain the neccs~ funds for the t-laj igak project 

t\lreudy in September 20 11, \\c ,,ro1c lo you that ,,c did not believe thnt 1he Indian consortium 

,,oul\1 bo.: "illmg ur abk 111 im est the funds uc,;:cssary h) produce ckctricity, 111am.1fm:1un : su:d 
unJ c:o11stnr~·t lhc foc1lith:s ncccssary to suppon the innux of sc,·eral thousand workers 10 
lluJ ignk. 

Sincc Junu:u y ~012, we lm\·c repeatedly drawn your uttcn1ion to the: cxiraordinW)' flO."-'S in 1hc 
Indian con.,urllum':,. prn('IOS.'tl. I lown•cr, you hl\'C continued your pursuil of ,;e1ting a c ontract 
silmcd with 1hc l11cfo1n cn11~orti11m 

llw.incu Linc C'ornpAf1iQ'. Ncws : •Viubility gap' s low, work for SAIL-led consortium o... Page ) of2 

Bi.isiness J_,ine 
' \ 'l•bllily R"P' 11.low• work fnr SAJ.L-ltd ~uorthun on ~ o r-e project 

1 .. , .,1,M~fl,.l 

: ~,:j~~~·h,,I • Yoll.,w1!w- Latr,.I NrwaS1onn ,.-ilh •·~ L,ratea t'Tofi)c,Todi.)~ 

S,,t/1.,,lnJ_,.,, umfi,,.u,f,iytNt t~•/nnl I/UH.,...,. ll/ll!Cli 

McClatchy Washington Bureau .-:I.11uu,J.n 'lt. 

- "" ,-.,lo.i, .Jl .•.<", ~ ~W-1.> I ~WJ.:.> ~!~•)."f~Ml (~"'.'\"."l'm,a,d>i~"il•m1!,1~,-i,,o.s-~11•, ,,. .. ~"'1/lojl-"k pn,j,,oi,A(...,,...._ 
,._,,.,. rn, f~~1p o,1 ,,.. .. " \,,)--,J-v ·• ';' ~ ,-- 1' • ~ .• ljS!lnl)'~'lf~"1i~L.1. S,,.ll ':h-1rma~C . .S.V~•Nitl:•Wu na tal,.ing1 •ep-hy-11trp 

• 11rm.';'I, jlff$ffll •. l hc: fucwuon dt:\·t Joi1111~ 1rn<knd mma, .. 1t1ch 11m:.intm1 1oruugb estimille:s, could 006l the: 
Finn alleges probloms with major Afghan mining con If.ct 1,,m,,1111.1,11 M.llnr s2 !Jill1Ufl, 

JonSl9phtntcnald.U Safl 1Mc:ClMelly ~ Jn N,,win_t .. r:..m•· IJ1,·,,..,n»<•r1l11m u( 1lon'<' ~l• te nm ••od f,11,rpm-~tr lnd1&n 1IW~·,,,- ,..uehown u the ptt(l!TI'({ 
h1d.J,.,. f<J1 lhrui mu•;q1lnr,.d I l~J,,::•k !mn flt,• h!110"k"- l,r ~h-.1 in ll.l"11y:m fVfl\;Tlf',. nf A(gh.u1iflnn 

l,.~IILL +Jd,,,,1U>Lt11- AnAld,.,ll· lnknGall<t.ff,P,~ Iii.II biln!W••n • .,ultJ1olh11t1..it.lur uoN"AI lu...._ • .,, Ill. U "'Cf\d•.u .. •• I MIII 
h11n u,e ,,..~~~~L'll.ho:Sdl~(P"''-'Ul'"»,ddt..-d,.ldl •--•""llurl1ho•" --~111.1•-lte1W.1<1•,1 
S--Jia."ltuntwu:b 

n., J,,~~lw,-ll«lcd.,.1 M!llo'l~AftNll_,_AloOl~~~wll1 1)'A,;"'ialltJ-!J=niar•r•l,,:A1,!\di 
~ - -hidl .... kwddlrd .. .111 .. , -1:l,,lh~'lcr tl.S. lono. .... Wmofnffb:DWll)' - wo\ilb<,11P'fl,lnl)' 

11wAfs/u•"".....,,_., ~-Df0C n,1bwl1...,,1tw.,hdl.r,1N1map,,1..i• .. 1ht~h:1~1W11a.:im.~ f,_ u.,.~.,,,,. 
,,... _ _,~·•-INl!!ioD, .. pn.,ioa,~or,<fl.1..._,,olbl ll1;1:1!,a~lhrr>◄"'~"·,......,.-. 

~)nthrr: ••. m,,.,~...,,mtum ,( mwl.,1l'l .011<ling .. u .,,.u,.J Ill Aj•n l t..,1 1·•••1 lnr lhn \'Ullli lll'h~fll;l,,e jllllj,l'l1. Wh!C'II u,c,ludtltl 
.0 J. (,-1t11ll11'11•IOlll>l'·.O•\"I''" fmtr,;.) •tl'd•1Ukif\A f.a,:i1i'1· baw,d foil du: min...J nf'b. 

During the_ ~,;t 11, m o n l h4' nrn~otia lion,._ rhc Afghan CMwc:rnmr nt al.'1110 proniisecl, 
.!IIOu rc:rts ..a,d, to JH-o,·id~ a;unu: 6 million lu nncs uf c:uking t'Ual, around 5 mtpa thermal 
co•I and orvund J m tpa o(Ou:,,: inc luding limestone. 
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